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Level 2 Geography

Course Booklet

2015
Welcome to Geography
For many of you welcome back to the Geography Department. We aim for Excellence in everything we do.  We have proven to be highly competitive at a national level gaining 3rd and 2nd place in the national finals of the Maatangi Whenua competition.

As a department we have achieved a high level of success at NCEA Level. We are totally committed to ensuring that you have every opportunity to gain a high level of success in Geography. 
Level 2 represents a considerable step up from what you have previously done. What you can be certain of is that the Geography Department at East Otago High School is committed to ensuring that you achieve success. 

If you have any questions, queries or concerns please let me know.
All the best for the year

 Megan Webb
HOD Social Science Department 
Introduction to Level 2 Geography
Credits: 26 (14 internal)
Leads onto: Level 3 Geography 
Pre-requisite:  
Nil
The NCEA Level 2 Geography course will consist of:

Achievement Standard 91240 (2.1) – Demonstrate geographic understanding of a large natural environment – 4 credits (external)

For this four credit external standard students will study a large natural environment – the South Island High Country. They will look at the characteristics of the environment, how people interact with it, people’s perceptions of it and the elements and processes involved in the formation of it over time.

Achievement Standard 91242 (2.3) – Demonstrate geographic understanding of differences in development – 4 credits (external)

For this four credit external standard students will study areas at different stages of development. In our case this is likely to be countries such as Tanzania and the United States of America which are at vastly different stages of development and therefore provide a great deal of comparative material. Aspects studied include the characteristics of development, the different ways it can be measured, the natural and cultural factors contributing to differences in development and the strategies aimed at reducing the differences in development.
Achievement Standard 91243 (2.4) –Apply geography concepts and skills to demonstrate understanding of a given environment – 4 credits (external)

In this external standard students get to apply all the skills and concepts they have learned throughout their study of Geography and for that matter many other academic disciplines. Students are provided with resource sheets, maps, photos and written material based on a context with which they are not familiar with.
Achievement Standard 91241 (2.2) – Demonstrate geographic understanding of an urban environment – 3 credits (internal)

For this three credit internal standard our students will study an urban area looking at patterns. Patterns can be spatial (over an area) or temporal (over time) in nature and our study will seek to look at the processes and patterns. We will be travelling to Dunedin for this standard to look at the urban patterns in Dunedin.
Achievement Standard 91244 (2.5) – Conduct geographic research with guidance – 5 credits (internal)

For this five credit internal standard our research will be conducted on Red Tarns Track in Mt Cook village on altitudinal zonation. This will be conducted whilst away on our two day field trip to the Mt Cook national park.
Achievement Standard 91245 (2.6) – Explain aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue – 3 credits (internal)

This three credit internal assessment looks at a geographic issue, the differing viewpoints, the strength and weaknesses of the differing viewpoints and justifying a course of action. Geographers are often used in major planning and decision making projects as they take a holistic approach and have the ability to look at both the natural and cultural factors when deciding what approach should be undertaken. 
Achievement Standard 91246 (2.7) – Explain aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale – 3 credits (internal)

This three credit internal assessment looks at a geographic topic that is an issue world- wide on a global scale. A global scale refers to regions or nations across different continents or hemispheres.  
Important Information
AUTHENTICITY 

In situations where work submitted for assessment has been worked on over a period of time, where direct supervision of the teacher is not assured, students will be required to complete and sign a cover sheet which states that work submitted is entirely their own.  Teachers will need to be satisfied that they have seen the work in progress over a period of time.  Students unable to satisfy this requirement and who submit work at the last minute may well find that it will not be accepted because of authenticity issues.
RESUBMISSIONS AND RE-ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Resubmissions will be offered when students have tried very hard and come close to achieving, or achieving with Merit or Excellence. They will only be given limited time in which to raise the standard of work and resubmit. Normally only 2-3 days. 

Reassessment opportunities are only offered in very rare occasions where outside influences mean a student cannot meet the deadline of the initial assessment. They will also happen at the end of the year. A Reassessment opportunity means the student has to pick an entirely different topic than the one covered in class. There will be no reassessment opportunity for the internals 2.5 and 2.2 as these require you to collect field data which we do only on field trips. It is not a recommended course of action.

Where students have had adequate opportunity to complete work by the due date, and fail to hand work in, they will receive a NOT ACHIEVED grade.  No further assessment opportunity will be offered if the student has not put in the required effort to complete the task in the first instance.

Where work is not submitted by a student, the teacher will inform the Junior/Senior Dean and contact will be made with caregivers.  At a senior level this will usually be in the form of a letter.
EXTENSIONS
Where a student, for very good reason, knows they will be unable to complete an assessment by the due date, they may be able to apply for an extension.  Any application is to be made in writing using the appropriate form available from your teacher.  This application must be made at least 3 days before the due date and the decision on this will be up to the discretion of the classroom teacher.  Only one extension will be given.    
I am very strict on deadlines, if you do not meet a deadline and fail to fill in an extension form, you will receive a Not Achieved Grade. However, I am at liberty to push a deadline out if I find the whole class is struggling to meet it.
MISSED ASSESSMENTS
If for some reason you cannot attend one of the field trips we will supply you with a set of raw data to collate your individual results from. It is highly recommended that you attend the field trips as it will be a difficult task to achieve 2.2 and 2.5 to a high standard.
APPEAL OF RESULTS 

A student has the right to lodge an appeal of an assessment related decision within seven school days of the assessment related decision being returned.   Where a student disagrees with the assessment grade given, they should initially discuss this with the teacher.  If no agreement can be reached they should lodge a formal appeal with the Senior Dean.  This is to be done using the official appeal form, available from the Deputy Principal.  Any work where whiteout or pencil has been used will not be reconsidered under an appeal.  
FIELD TRIPS
As part of the Year 12 course we will be travelling to Dunedin for the day and to Aoraki/Mt Cook on a two day trip at the beginning of Term 2. It is expected that you attend these field trips and if need be help fundraise to make it possible.  If your behaviour at school does not warrant this privilege then you not attend. The Mt Cook field trip includes a glacier boat ride, walks up to view glaciers, a planetarium experience and maybe even a helicopter ride! It is a great experience and a lot of fun.

My Goals for 2015:
This page will record a student’s goals in this subject for 2015.  These goals should be negotiated with the classroom teacher.
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Extensions must be applied for at least 3 days before the due date.
East Otago High School

 

     Senior Assessment  
EXTENSION Application

 

	Students name:  

 

Subject:                                                        Teacher:   

 

Assessment Title:                                                                           Due Date:

 




Reason for applying for extension:  
Students sign:  




   Parent/Caregiver sign:  




 

	Teachers Comments:







           

 

 

 








Teacher Signature::
 




Date Application was received:  


   New due date:  




This application must first be handed to your teacher at least 3 days prior to the due date.


Year Planner

	
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7
	Week 8
	Week 9
	Week 10
	Week 11

	Term 1
	Introduction

to the

course 
	2.6 Contemporary Issue

 (Internal: 3 credits)– Outward or Upward: Auckland Growth

	2.7 Global Issue

(Internal: 3 credits) – It’s Your World
	2.1 Demonstrate geographic understanding of a large natural environment

(External: 4 credits)  - South Island High Country
	

	Term 2


	2.1 Demonstrate geographic understanding of a large natural environment

(External: 4 credits)  - South Island High Country
And

2.5 Geographic Research

(Internal: 5 Credits) – Altitudinal Zonation on Red Tarns Track
Field Trip: 30th April – 1st May
	2.2 Demonstrate geographic understanding of an urban pattern

(Internal: 3 credits) – Dunedin Urban Patterns

	Term 3
	2.2 Demonstrate geographic understanding of an urban pattern (cont)
	2.3 Demonstrate geographic understanding of differences in development
(External: 4 credits) – Compare Development of Tanzania with USA
	

	Term 4
	Geographic Skills Revision
	NZQA EXAMS
	


NCEA Level Two

Internal Achievement Standards Record of Achievement

	Subject
	Achievement Standards
	Value
	My Credits

	Geography
	2.6: Explain aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue

	3

	

	
	2.2: demonstrate geographic understanding of an urban pattern

	3
	

	
	2.5: Conduct geographic research

	5
	

	
	2.7: Explain aspects of a geographic topic at a global scale

	3
	


Authentication Sheet

East Otago High School
NCEA Level Two Geography
Name.........................................................

Form............

Geography Teacher...................................
In Year 12 Geography this year there will be four assessment activities that contribute credits towards the National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA). The work I hand in for these assessments must be my own. I understand that if I am found to have submitted work that is not my own, I will receive no grade for that assessment.

I have read the statement above and understand that the work I hand in for assessment purposes must be my own.

Student Signature..................................................

Parent/Caregiver Signature...................................

Date...........................
